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I LLI NO S FI NANCE AUTHORI TY
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTI ON FUND AGENCY
LI STENI NG SESSI ON

REPORT OF PROCEEDI NGS of the Illinois
Fi nance Authority HELD I N PERSON and VI A AUDI O and
VI DEO CONFERENCE, on Thur sday, Novenber 17, 2022, at

7:00 p.m, pursuant to notice.

PRESENT VI A AUDI O AND VI DEO CONFERENCE:

CHAl RMAN W LLI AM HOBERT
VI CE CHAI R ROXANNE NAVA

MEMBER ROGER POOLE
VEMBER AMEYA PAVWAR

| LLI NO S FI NANCE AUTHORI TY STAFF:

MARK MEYER, Assistant Secretary
CHRI STOPHER MEI STER, Executive Director
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EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MEI STER  Good eveni ng.
This is Chris Meister. |'mthe Executive Director
of the Illinois Finance Authority. | would like to
call this agency listening session to order.
ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER: Good eveni ng.

This is Mark Meyer, Associ ate General Counsel of
the Authority. Today's date is Thursday,
Novenber 17, 2022, and this agency |istening
session has been called to order by Executive
Director Meister at the tine of 7:00 p.m W'l
remain open up to 120 m nutes from now or until
everyone has had an opportunity to speak.

This is a listening session only and
I s being conducted via video and audi o conference.

Staff of the Authority, consistent
with the Authority's designation as the dinate
Bank of the State of Illinois under Illinois |aw,
are holding this agency listening session regarding
the Inflation Reduction Act, or |IRA, which anended
the Clean Air Act to create a new programthrough
the United States Environnental Protection Agency,
US EPA; the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, or GGRF.
This is a first-of-its-kind federal program-- this

first-of-its-kind federal programw || provide
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conpetitive grants to nobilize financing and

| everage project capital for clean energy and
climate projects that reduce greenhouse gas

em ssions -- wth an enphasis on projects that
benefit | owincone and di sadvantaged conmmunities --
and further the Biden-Harris Adm nistration's
commtnent to environnental justice.

Executive Director Chris Mister is
currently with nme in the Authority's Chicago office
at the physical location of this |istening session
and participating via video and audi o conference.
Sone guests and staff are simlarly at the | ocation
of the neeting and participating via video and
audi o conference while sone guests and staff w |
attend this neeting solely via video or audio
conf erence.

As we take the roll calls, the
response of the guests and staff will be taken as
an indication that they can hear all discussion and
t esti nony.

Since this is an agency |istening
session, | wll recognize the guest nenbers and
staff who are present. Please respond with

"present” when | call your nane.
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Quest Vice Chair and Menber Nava.

VI CE CHAI R NAVA: Present.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER  Guest Menber
Pawar .

MEMBER PAWAR: Present. You're going to hear
nmy dogs. So sorry.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER  Guest Menber
Pool e.

MEMBER POCLE: Present.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER: And Illinois
Fi nance Authority Executive Director Chris Meister.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MElI STER:  Present.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER Il linois Finance
Aut hority I T manager Rob Litchfield.

MR LI TCHFI ELD: Present.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER  Renee, pl ease
state your -- our intern Renee is also present
today. Renee, can you spell your |ast nane for the
court reporter.

M5. GRARD: Grard, Gi-r-a-r-d.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER  Thank you. Before
we begin maki ng our way through -- oh, and guest
Chair and Menber of the Authority WII Hobert.

CHAI R HOBERT: Present.
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ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER: | am al so present.

Bef ore we begi n nmaki ng our way
t hrough today's session, | would like to request
t hat each speaker nute their audi o when possible to
el i m nate any background noi se unl ess you are
speaki ng, answering a question, or otherw se
provi di ng any comments for the record. |f you are
participating via video, please use the nute button
found on your task bar on the bottom of your
screen. You wll be able to see the control bar by
novi ng your nouse or touching the screen of your
t abl et .

For any CGuest Menber, staff, or
anyone fromthe public participating via phone, to
mut e and unnute your line, you may press *6 on your
keypad if you do not have that feature on your
phone.

As a rem nder, we are being recorded
and a court reporter is transcribing today's
| i stening session. For the consideration of the
court reporter, | would also |ike to ask that each
speaker state their nane before speaking or
ot herwi se providing any comments for the record.

Finally, I would like to confirmthat
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all menbers of the public attending via video or
audi o conference can hear this neeting clearly.
Guest Vice Chair Nava, can you confirmthat this

vi deo and audi o conference is clearly heard at your
renote | ocation?

VICE CHAIR NAVA: Yes, | can confirmthat |
can hear everything just fine fromny renote
| ocati on. Thank you.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER Geat. | am
physically present in the conference roomon the
10th floor of 160 North LaSalle Street in Chicago,
II'linois, and | can confirmthat | can hear all
di scussi ons at the physical |ocation of this
| i steni ng session and the renote participants that
have spoken thus far. The agenda for this
| i steni ng session was posted on this floor and on
the first floor and on the Authority's website as
of | ast Thursday, Novenber 10, 2022.

| f any nmenber of the public
participating via video or audi o conference finds
t hat they cannot hear these proceedings clearly,
pl ease call (312) 651-1300 or wite info@l-fa.com
I medi ately to let us know, and we wi |l endeavor to

sol ve the audi o i ssue.
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CHAIR HOBERT: This is WIIl Hobert. Thank
you, Mark.

Wl conme to this second tine that
we' ve conducted an agency |istening session. As
you have heard, this evening's topic is the
G eenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. The GGRF is an
| nportant opportunity for the Authority in our
State statutory role as the dimte Bank and for
II1linois as a whole.

The GGRF is a new program and the
federal governnent is in the process of shaping it.

The anobunt of the GGRF npney that the federal

governnment will be distributing nationally is
estimated to be as large as $27 billion, and the
timeline of such funding is aggressive. [|n our

view, the GGRF purposes are consistent with the
purposes of the Illinois Cimte and Equitabl e Jobs
Act, or CEJA, specifically the goals of putting a
mllion electric vehicles on Illinois roads by
2030, reaching 100 percent clean energy in Illinois
by 2050, and while prioritizing job creation,
training, placenent reflecting the diversity of
I11inois.

| nportantly, US EPA is conducting its

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 7
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own public engagenent efforts. So our work today
nerely conplenents US EPA's public engagenent
efforts. However, as the Authority shapes its
approach to conpete for limted GGRF funds, the

Aut hority wants to hear as nany voices as possible.
For that reason, we wll limt each guest's
statenent to three mnutes, and an e-mail address
has been provided for witten comments. W

encour age everybody to participate both by show ng
up today and by e-mail. W thank everyone for your
interest in this listening session and for taking
time out of your day.

Before | ask Chris to provide a brief
overvi ew of the GGRF opportunity, | turn to ny
col l eagues for a brief statenent: Menbers Nava,
Pawar, and Pool e.

Menber Nava?

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MEI STER: Vice Chair Nava,
woul d you |ike to share any thoughts?

VICE CHAIR NAVA: |I'msorry. Wat?

CHAI R HOBERT: Wbhuld you like to share any
t houghts before we get started?

VICE CHAIR NAVA: No. This is Vice Chair

Roxanne Nava, and |'m good. Thank you so nuch.

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 8
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1 CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you.

2 Menber Pawar or Menber Pool e?

3 MEMBER POCLE: (Go ahead.

4 MEMBER PAWAR:  Thank you, Menber Hobert.

5| Thank you everyone for joining us tonight. | just

6| wanted to quickly say that Section 134 of the

7| Inflation Reduction Act is an opportunity to inject
8 | much needed private capital into | owincone and

9 | di sadvantaged communities around the state of

10 Illinois; inmprove the health of those comunities
11| by reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions; and do so

12| that is consistent with the governor's goals and

13| the O ean Energy Jobs Act and in a nmanner t hat

14| reflects the diversity of Illinois. So thank you
15| all for being here tonight, and |'mexcited to hear
16 | what everyone has to say. Thank you. Back to you,

17 | Chair Hobert.

18 CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you, Menber Pawar.

19 Menber Pool e?

20 MEMBER POCLE: Yes, M. Chairman. |'myvery
21| excited to be part of this -- the opportunity to do

22 | this as a nenber of the |IFA, being a nenber of
23 | organi zed |l abor for a long -- longer than | want to

24| really admt. But the opportunity of this
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Section 134 is as exciting for the fact that how it
will prevail in the state, nove jobs,

progr essi veness, nove jobs and opportunities for

organi zed | abor and their nenbers, nen/wonen of the

| abor novenent. This is as dynamte a programt hat
| just can't say nmuch nore about it other than the
fact that it's exciting to be a part of it and the
| FA has an opportunity to participate in it at the
| evel they are. Thank you.

CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you very nuch.

Chris, over to you.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MEI STER: Thank you very
much, Chair Hobert. For the stakehol ders, we
posted on our website a stakehol der nmeno, which
I nportantly contains links to various US EPA
websi tes, including the Environnental Financi al
Advi sory Board, which net earlier today, and so
t hey have even nore information posted on their
websi t e.

We al so have a conplete copy of the
statute, which, fortunately, for federal lawis
fairly short. It's about two-plus pages. And |I'm
just going to -- I'mjust going to cover it very,

very briefly because there is a lot of information

Bridges Court Reporting
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that EPA is continually updating. And in the
st akehol der nmenpo there are various dates. There

was an addition. And as WII said, our work

conpl enments the work of the EPA in gathering public
lnput. It's our intent to submt this infornmation

to the EPA to help them shape the 134 GGRF program

So, inportantly, there are three
buckets of noney under 134. There's what's known
as zero-em ssion technologies. It's up to
$7 billion. It is open to states, nunicipalities,
tribal governnents, and eligible recipients, a
defined termof art in 134 that is a nonprofit
organi zation that has the ability to nmake
I nvestnents -- direct investnents and indirect
I nvestnents -- in qualified projects at the state,
regi onal, and |ocal Ievels.

But the zero-em ssion technol ogy
$7 billion is designed to enable and benefit | ow
and -- |owincone and di sadvantaged comuniti es

t ake advantage of zero-em ssion technol ogi es,

I ncl udi ng those on residential rooftops. So that's

Cat egory 1.

There is a remaining $20 billion that

IS open to, again, the eligible entities that |

Bridges Court Reporting
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just described and that's identified in the
statute. There's up to $12 billion in financi al
and technical assistance. And then there is a
billion dollars specifically for |owincone and
di sadvant aged communiti es.

Again, we |look forward to hearing
what fol ks have to say. And this is a |istening
session. And the instructions for the attendees
who W sh to speak on the record, as has been
nment i oned, anybody participating via video, please
I ndi cate your desire to speak by using the "Raise
Your Hand" function. dick on the "Raise Hand"
option at the center of your control bar at the
bottom of your screen. You wll be able to see the
task bar by noving your nouse or touching the
screen on your tablet.

If any attendee is participating by
phone, please indicate your desire to speak by
usi ng the "Rai se Hand" function by pressing *9.

For each attendee, again, as WII
nmentioned, please |limt your speaking to three
mnutes or less. W wll use a tiner so that we
get as nmany speakers as possible. You wll not be

cal |l ed upon a second tine. However, the nenber

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 12
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guests nmay W sh to ask questions of any attendee
speaker. We will stop the tiner for any
guesti on- and- answer exchanges.

|f any attendee is inappropriate or
unprof essional, you will be renoved fromthe
neeting. Should you wish to submt coments in
witing, the e-mail is webmaster@ | -fa.com And
we'll keep that open until 5 p.m on Friday,
Novenber the 18th, 2022.

The session is being recorded. W
have a court reporter who is transcribing this
eveni ng's discussion. So when you are called upon,
pl ease slowy state and spell your nanme so that the
court reporter can accurately record it.

For the record, Rob Litchfield is
runni ng our technical resources, and he is
avai | abl e to hel p nanage the queue along with Mark.
So thank you very nmuch. The court-reported
transcription and recording of |ast Thursday's
| i steni ng session has al ready been posted on the
Aut hority's website.

Back to you, WII.

CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you, Chris. This is WII
Hobert. Rob, if | could ask you and Chris to work

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 13



Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Agency Listening Session - 11/17/2022 Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Agency Listening Session

1| together to queue and call upon the attendee

2| speakers. W will work to have as nany attendee

3| speakers as possible, and this session will run a

41 full 120 mnutes if needed. Rob, do you have any

S| attendee speakers ready?

6 MR, LITCHFI ELD: Yes. There's three queued to

7| speak. So our first one is Joe Duffy.

8 MR. DUFFY: H . Can you hear ne?
9 CHAI R HOBERT:  Yes.
10 MR. DUFFY: H . Good evening, everyone. M

11} pane is Joe Duffy. That's D-u-f-f-y. Thank you so

12 | nuch for the opportunity to speak today. | amthe
13 | executive director of Cinmate Jobs Illinois. W
14| are a coalition that is governed by the Illinois

15| AFL-C O the Chicago Federation of Labor, as well
16 | as the Cook County construction and buil di ng

171 trades.

18 In addition to that, we have 12

19| different labor affiliates across the state. And
20| we were created back in 2020 in advance of the

21| negotiations around the Cimte Equitable Jobs Act.
22 | And our organi zati on was successful in terns of

23 | securing the strongest |abor standards in the

241 country on the Cinmate and Equitable Jobs Act that
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requires project |abor agreenents in all utility
scale wind and solar, as well as prevailing wage on
projects that receive renewabl e energy credits

out side of residential solar and sone houses of

wor shi p.

And we are very excited. | want to
echo what Menber Poole said regarding the Inflation
Reduction Act and why we think certain funds can be
all ocated and really benefit the state of Illinois
as well as workers across the state of Illinois and
decar boni ze our state's econony due to the work
that we were able to do in CEJA and what the
| nfl ati on Reduction Act does to conpl enent that
work that we all worked on over the |ast couple
years.

And | also want to echo -- | was on
the previous recording |ast week -- what a friend
and col | eague of ours that we work very closely
with at Hire360, Deborah Witaker. She nade sone
coments | ast week related to funds going to Bl ack
contractors as well as the work that they're doing
at H re360's diversified construction and buil ding
trades. Very nuch is inportant to our coalition,

Clinmate Jobs Illinois, and our affiliates in | abor

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 15
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across the state of Illinois.

And then there's two ot her pieces
that | think are really inportant where nopney
secured through this Green Bank can really benefit
II'linois and really benefit and hit the goals that
the Green Bank is seeking to acconplish. One of
which is putting this noney towards workforce
devel opnent in the Cimte and Equitable Jobs Act.
There's three workforce devel opnent hubs in
Northern, Central, and Southern Illinois: The
A i mat eWorks preapprenticeship programthat is in
t he process of being inplenented by the Departnent
of Commerce and Econom ¢ Cpportunity, that woul d
set up preapprenticeship prograns to get people
prepared to take the test to get into an
apprenticeship programfor the various construction
and building trades in clean energy. W think that
t hat noney would be very well spent to prop up
t hose organi zati ons and build upon the work that
Hi re360 has done in Chicago.

MR LI TCHFI ELD: Joe, you have 30 seconds or
| ess.
MR. DUFFY: Sounds good.
And then in addition to that, it's

Bridges Court Reporting

Page: 16



Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Agency Listening Session - 11/17/2022 Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Agency Listening Session

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

towards carbon-free healthy schools. |In the CEJA
there is 15 percent of their nobile energy credits
toward going to solar on schools as well as energy
efficiency audits focused on Tier 1 and Tier 2
envi ronnental justice schools.

So we think it would be very
beneficial to have that noney towards anplifying
sol ar on school s, decarboni zing schools, and
el ectric school buses as well.

Thank you so nmuch for your tine.

CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you, Joe. W appreciate
your tinme and your thoughts.

Rob, it |l ooks like next up -- who is
next in the queue?

MR, LI TCHFI ELD: M ke Genin or Genin.

CHAI R HOBERT: Hi, M ke.

MR GENIN:. Hello. Can you hear ne?

CHAI R HOBERT:  Yes.

MR. GENIN:. Thank you, Chair Hobert, Menbers
of the Illinois Finance Authority, the staff for
the opportunity to testify on the G eenhouse Gas
Reducti on Fund.

My nane is Mke, last nane is

Ge-n-i-n, Genin. And |I'mrepresenting the
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IIlinois Municipal Uility Association, also known
as | MJA, and the Illinois Minicipal Electric
Agency, also known as the | MEA. W have worked
well with the IFAin the past with regard to
energency |l oan financing for nunicipal gas systens
during the winter stormUi. W would like to
agai n thank you, Chair Hobert, and the |IFA again
for their quick action and urgent necessary relief
during that tine frane.

The IMA is a nonprofit joint action
agency providi ng whol esal e power to 32 nuni ci pal
el ectric systens in the state. And the IMJAis the
advocacy organi zation representing all 42 nuni ci pal
electric systens in Illinois. W are nonprofit
utilities, and well over a mpjority of our
muni ci pal electric systens are in | owincone or
rural downstate communities. W would wel cone the
opportunity to potentially to work with the |IFA on
the GGRF and hel p many of these fol ks benefit from
I ncreased el ectric vehicles on their roads in
reaching the state's 100 percent cl ean energy goal
by 2050.

Qur organi zations are uni quely

positioned and qualified to enabl e these nuni ci pal
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electric utilities and, as a result, their
communities that benefit fromthe new zero-em ssion
t echnol ogi es or the reduction of greenhouse gas

em ssion technologies. W already adm nister 19
prograns that support energy efficiency and

el ectric vehicle incentives.

If the IFAis able to secure the GGRF
funds and if we were to have the prospect
departnment with the I FA, then we can expand our
prograns to offer new incentives and opportunities
t hat woul d not necessarily be avail abl e w t hout
financi al assistance. Exanples could include
of fering custoners incentives or rebates for
hi gh-efficiency heat punps, efficient appliances,
weat heri zati on options, and opportunities to
accelerate the transition to carbon-free vehicle
fleets.

We al so have experience in devel opi ng
renewabl e projects such as wwnd and solar. W
could use this experience to potentially offer the
opportunity of community-based solar for nunici pal
custoners as well as other zero-em ssion or
gr eenhouse gas reduction technol ogi es.

I n concl usion, thank you for your

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 19
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consideration. Thank you for representing Illinois
I n assessing GGRF funds. And thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. Thank you.

CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you, Mke. W appreciate

your tinme and your thoughts.
Next up, Rob, is it Tracy?

MR LI TCHFI ELD: Tracy Fox.

CHAIR HOBERT: Hi, Tracy.

M5. FOX: Hi. Thanks to the Director, board
menbers, and staff who are holding this evening's
session. It is nuch appreciated.

| have been a community vol unteer in
the Peoria area for nmany years and got invol ved
with energy policy as it was pretty cl osely
intertwned with our fight to clean up pollution at
the Edwards Coal Plant. And that led ne to be
pretty involved with sone of the |egislative
drafting done by the C ean Jobs Coalition on CEJA

And the way that CEJA is drafted,
there's a real opportunity to do not one but two or
three things wwth the G eenhouse Gas Reducti on
Fund. | certainly think that the IFA is well
positioned to carry part of that |oad, but | also

think there's an inportant place for smaller, nore
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culturally sensitive banking sorts of things such
as what was envisioned in the CEJA Jobs and Justice
Fund. And so | hope that as | FA noves forward it
w Il think about a role for both banking options as
well as ways that it can lift up not just the
coupl e of prograns called out by CJI and M. Duffy,
but the full range of CEJA prograns. | woul d hope
that | FA would coordinate with the Illinois Power
Aut hority as well as DCEO to see how the full suite
of prograns mght benefit fromthis extra funding.

| also just want to dig a little bit
to why | think nultiple banking options are needed,
and the first has to do with target audi ences.
CEJA and the parts of it that | worked on,
I ncl udi ng the Jobs and Justice Fund, really focused
on the needs of very small contractors and new
entrance into the clean energy field. And they're
very targeted to try to bring people who have been
shut out before into clean energy. And that woul d
be people in environnental justice, people in
cannabi s-ravaged communities, people com ng out of
the prison system and people who are foster care
al uns.

| think the banking relationship is
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needed to help that. [|'msure fol ks who coul d
benefit fromthe jobs, who could benefit fromthe
opportunity is going to |l ook pretty different from
what | FA typically deals with, and | think it's
good to have nultiple doors. These folks, a |ot of
them are used to not having good access to
capital --
MR. LI TCHFI ELD: 30 seconds left.
M5. FOX: -- of having pretty fraught banking

relationships. So | think that duplication is
| nportant.

| also think it's inportant because
it allows you to do different types of projects.
Smal | projects that appear in neighborhoods of the
appropriate purview, of a snmaller entity like the
Jobs and Justice Fund where answeri ng questions
| i ke what's the urban equivalent of a wnd farm
sonet hing that the south side of Peoria District
Council people ask ne all the tinme. Those are the
purvi ew of things the | FA would be well positioned
to address.

And, finally, | ask you not to solve
| sol ated and outdated projects or problens.

Instead, try to position IFA, its efforts are
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overal | greenhouse gas reduction efforts and
sol ving the problens of everyday people, the need
for clean air, the need for |ow cost energy, and
al so to position Illinois to catch the next wave.
W don't need to be propping up ethanol plants wth
addi ti onal carbon piping and working on sol utions
that are only going to be good for 20 to 30 years.
IFAis in the --
MR LI TCHFI ELD: Your tinme is up.
M5. FOX: Okay. You have the experience to
| ook beyond the obvious solutions, and | encourage
you to do so.
CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you, Tracy. W
appreci ate your thoughts.
Rob, do we have anyone else in the
queue?
MR LITCHFIELD: No, that's it. No speakers.
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MEYER. WI I, | think
Roxanne has got a comment.
CHAI R HOBERT: Great. Roxanne?
VI CE CHAI R NAVA: Thank you, Chair Hobert.
So | just wanted to add to the great
comments. This is really unprecedented tines both

in terns to the potential for the funding and
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aggressi veness of the inplenentation schedule. So
| appreciate hearing everyone speak. You know,
it's inportant for all of us -- grant applicants,
grant recipients -- because we know that it's
I nportant to do this right, it's inportant to be
Inclusive, it's inportant to be equitable because |
believe the world is watching us.
|'"'mglad all the speakers were

constructive, and they were on the sane page of
bei ng i nclusive and equitable. And we | ook forward
to hearing fromeverybody so that we can all nove
forward together. Thank you, Chair Hobert.

CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you, Menber Nava.
Appreci ate those thoughts.

Rob, do we still have nobody in the

queue?

MR. LI TCHFI ELD: Nobody in the queue.

CHAI R HOBERT: Ckay.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER: Again, this is --
are we ready to adjourn? This is Mark Meyer.

Executive Director --

MR LITCHFI ELD:. Wait. W have soneone | ogged

in as "staff |liaison."

M5. BECKER: Apologies. [|'musing a work Zoom
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account. M nane is Lauren Becker, and I'mwth
the City of Carbondale, Illinois.

CHAI R HOBERT: Hi, Lauren. Please take up to
three mnutes and | et us know your thoughts.

M5. BECKER: My thoughts will be short and
sweet. | just want to nmake sure that | take this
tinme that you've provided for us to echo the
sentinments of a previous speaker. Comng fromthe
perspective of a nunicipal enployee, | cannot
stress enough the inportance of small projects and
the i nportance of projects that focus on
strengthening the resilience of our nei ghborhood.

So a previous speaker had nentioned
this opportunity as an avenue for us to focus on
t he new wave, catching the new wave. So | just
want to stress that our community is al so | ooking
to catch the new wave, not additional carbon
pi ping. W want to be preparing ourselves to be
resilient and focusing on energy sovereignty and
energy security in this new age.

And we wel cone the opportunity for
muni ci pal governnents to pursue power that we can
own oursel ves, pursue power that focuses on

provi di ng those of us who are | ow i ncone or
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di sadvantaged with an opportunity to get a head
start, get a junp because, believe it or not,
utilities in and of thensel ves can nake or break a
famly's nonthly budget.

So | just want to add those thoughts
comng fromthe perspective of a nunicipal staff
menber. And | appreciate your tine. Thank you
very much.

CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you, Lauren. W
appreci ate your tine and your thoughts.

Rob, anybody else in the queue?

MR, LI TCHFI ELD: No.

CHAI R HOBERT: Ckay.

MR, LITCHFI ELD: Wait. Spoke too soon.
There's Jane -- is it Cogie?

M5. COEd E: Yeah, |I'mJane Cogie. |I'ma
menber of the Sustainability Conm ssion of
Car bondal e. Can you hear ne?

CHAI R HOBERT: Yes. Please go ahead, Jane.

M5. COG E: Thank you. Thank you. Yeah, |
don't really have prepared renmarks except | endorse
what two of the speakers nentioned about need for
smal |l projects. One of the main inpetus for the

Cimte and Equitable Jobs Act is to have clean
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energy accessible to all, but also to have cl ean

j obs across the state. And having the equity
portion of CEJA for solar developers as well as for
wor kf orce training would involve having the green
fund available -- configured so it's available to
folks in those | ocations across the state. And |
can speak definitely for Southern IlIlinois and need
for jobs, and we definitely have | owincone fol ks
who woul d benefit fromthose jobs as well as from

t hem havi ng solar on their house.

| also -- | guess | want to be sure
that funding for projects that involve pipelines to
sequester carbon from ethanol plants or el sewhere
Is not in the spirit of noving on to new generation
of clean energy. |It's reinforcing the past and
fossil fuels. Nothing wong with fossil fuels, but
we need to nove beyond themat this point.

Sol will wite a witten comment in
addition to this, but I do want to at |east speak
out on this level -- this general |evel to endorse
that focus on local and clean alternative fuels.

Thank you so nuch for your tine.
It's terrific that all this financing is avail abl e,

w Il be avail able through the green fund, and we
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want to nmake the best of it. Thanks so nuch.

CHAI R HOBERT: Thank you, Jane. W appreciate
your time and your thoughts.

Rob, anyone el se in the queue?

MR, LITCHFI ELD: No, no ot her speakers.

CHAI R HOBERT: Ckay. Well, Joe, M ke, Tracy,
Lauren, and Jane, we appreciate your tine and
sharing your thoughts with us.

Menber Pawar, Nava, and Poole, we
appreciate your tine for joining in as well, as
well as staff in the roomand Rob. Thank you.

Wth that, Mark.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY MEYER: Again, this is

Mark Meyer. The tine is 7:32 p.m, and this agency

| i steni ng session is adjourned.
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 01        EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEISTER:  Good evening.

 02  This is Chris Meister.  I'm the Executive Director

 03  of the Illinois Finance Authority.  I would like to

 04  call this agency listening session to order.

 05        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  Good evening.

 06  This is Mark Meyer, Associate General Counsel of

 07  the Authority.  Today's date is Thursday,

 08  November 17, 2022, and this agency listening

 09  session has been called to order by Executive

 10  Director Meister at the time of 7:00 p.m.  We'll

 11  remain open up to 120 minutes from now or until

 12  everyone has had an opportunity to speak.

 13                 This is a listening session only and

 14  is being conducted via video and audio conference.

 15                 Staff of the Authority, consistent

 16  with the Authority's designation as the Climate

 17  Bank of the State of Illinois under Illinois law,

 18  are holding this agency listening session regarding

 19  the Inflation Reduction Act, or IRA, which amended

 20  the Clean Air Act to create a new program through

 21  the United States Environmental Protection Agency,

 22  US EPA; the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, or GGRF.

 23  This is a first-of-its-kind federal program -- this

 24  first-of-its-kind federal program will provide

�0003

 01  competitive grants to mobilize financing and

 02  leverage project capital for clean energy and

 03  climate projects that reduce greenhouse gas

 04  emissions -- with an emphasis on projects that

 05  benefit low-income and disadvantaged communities --

 06  and further the Biden-Harris Administration's

 07  commitment to environmental justice.

 08                 Executive Director Chris Meister is

 09  currently with me in the Authority's Chicago office

 10  at the physical location of this listening session

 11  and participating via video and audio conference.

 12  Some guests and staff are similarly at the location

 13  of the meeting and participating via video and

 14  audio conference while some guests and staff will

 15  attend this meeting solely via video or audio

 16  conference.

 17                 As we take the roll calls, the

 18  response of the guests and staff will be taken as

 19  an indication that they can hear all discussion and

 20  testimony.

 21                 Since this is an agency listening

 22  session, I will recognize the guest members and

 23  staff who are present.  Please respond with

 24  "present" when I call your name.
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 01                 Guest Vice Chair and Member Nava.

 02        VICE CHAIR NAVA:  Present.

 03        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  Guest Member

 04  Pawar.

 05        MEMBER PAWAR:  Present.  You're going to hear

 06  my dogs.  So sorry.

 07        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  Guest Member

 08  Poole.

 09        MEMBER POOLE:  Present.

 10        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  And Illinois

 11  Finance Authority Executive Director Chris Meister.

 12        EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEISTER:  Present.

 13        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  Illinois Finance

 14  Authority IT manager Rob Litchfield.

 15        MR. LITCHFIELD:  Present.

 16        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  Renee, please

 17  state your -- our intern Renee is also present

 18  today.  Renee, can you spell your last name for the

 19  court reporter.

 20        MS. GIRARD:  Girard, G-i-r-a-r-d.

 21        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  Thank you.  Before

 22  we begin making our way through -- oh, and guest

 23  Chair and Member of the Authority Will Hobert.

 24        CHAIR HOBERT:  Present.
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 01        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  I am also present.

 02                 Before we begin making our way

 03  through today's session, I would like to request

 04  that each speaker mute their audio when possible to

 05  eliminate any background noise unless you are

 06  speaking, answering a question, or otherwise

 07  providing any comments for the record.  If you are

 08  participating via video, please use the mute button

 09  found on your task bar on the bottom of your

 10  screen.  You will be able to see the control bar by

 11  moving your mouse or touching the screen of your

 12  tablet.

 13                 For any Guest Member, staff, or

 14  anyone from the public participating via phone, to

 15  mute and unmute your line, you may press *6 on your

 16  keypad if you do not have that feature on your

 17  phone.

 18                 As a reminder, we are being recorded

 19  and a court reporter is transcribing today's

 20  listening session.  For the consideration of the

 21  court reporter, I would also like to ask that each

 22  speaker state their name before speaking or

 23  otherwise providing any comments for the record.

 24                 Finally, I would like to confirm that
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 01  all members of the public attending via video or

 02  audio conference can hear this meeting clearly.

 03  Guest Vice Chair Nava, can you confirm that this

 04  video and audio conference is clearly heard at your

 05  remote location?

 06        VICE CHAIR NAVA:  Yes, I can confirm that I

 07  can hear everything just fine from my remote

 08  location.  Thank you.

 09        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  Great.  I am

 10  physically present in the conference room on the

 11  10th floor of 160 North LaSalle Street in Chicago,

 12  Illinois, and I can confirm that I can hear all

 13  discussions at the physical location of this

 14  listening session and the remote participants that

 15  have spoken thus far.  The agenda for this

 16  listening session was posted on this floor and on

 17  the first floor and on the Authority's website as

 18  of last Thursday, November 10, 2022.

 19                 If any member of the public

 20  participating via video or audio conference finds

 21  that they cannot hear these proceedings clearly,

 22  please call (312) 651-1300 or write info@il-fa.com

 23  immediately to let us know, and we will endeavor to

 24  solve the audio issue.
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 01        CHAIR HOBERT:  This is Will Hobert.  Thank

 02  you, Mark.

 03                 Welcome to this second time that

 04  we've conducted an agency listening session.  As

 05  you have heard, this evening's topic is the

 06  Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.  The GGRF is an

 07  important opportunity for the Authority in our

 08  State statutory role as the Climate Bank and for

 09  Illinois as a whole.

 10                 The GGRF is a new program, and the

 11  federal government is in the process of shaping it.

 12  The amount of the GGRF money that the federal

 13  government will be distributing nationally is

 14  estimated to be as large as $27 billion, and the

 15  timeline of such funding is aggressive.  In our

 16  view, the GGRF purposes are consistent with the

 17  purposes of the Illinois Climate and Equitable Jobs

 18  Act, or CEJA, specifically the goals of putting a

 19  million electric vehicles on Illinois roads by

 20  2030, reaching 100 percent clean energy in Illinois

 21  by 2050, and while prioritizing job creation,

 22  training, placement reflecting the diversity of

 23  Illinois.

 24                 Importantly, US EPA is conducting its

�0008

 01  own public engagement efforts.  So our work today

 02  merely complements US EPA's public engagement

 03  efforts.  However, as the Authority shapes its

 04  approach to compete for limited GGRF funds, the

 05  Authority wants to hear as many voices as possible.

 06  For that reason, we will limit each guest's

 07  statement to three minutes, and an e-mail address

 08  has been provided for written comments.  We

 09  encourage everybody to participate both by showing

 10  up today and by e-mail.  We thank everyone for your

 11  interest in this listening session and for taking

 12  time out of your day.

 13                 Before I ask Chris to provide a brief

 14  overview of the GGRF opportunity, I turn to my

 15  colleagues for a brief statement:  Members Nava,

 16  Pawar, and Poole.

 17                 Member Nava?

 18        EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEISTER:  Vice Chair Nava,

 19  would you like to share any thoughts?

 20        VICE CHAIR NAVA:  I'm sorry.  What?

 21        CHAIR HOBERT:  Would you like to share any

 22  thoughts before we get started?

 23        VICE CHAIR NAVA:  No.  This is Vice Chair

 24  Roxanne Nava, and I'm good.  Thank you so much.
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 01        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you.

 02                 Member Pawar or Member Poole?

 03        MEMBER POOLE:  Go ahead.

 04        MEMBER PAWAR:  Thank you, Member Hobert.

 05  Thank you everyone for joining us tonight.  I just

 06  wanted to quickly say that Section 134 of the

 07  Inflation Reduction Act is an opportunity to inject

 08  much needed private capital into low-income and

 09  disadvantaged communities around the state of

 10  Illinois; improve the health of those communities

 11  by reducing greenhouse gas emissions; and do so

 12  that is consistent with the governor's goals and

 13  the Clean Energy Jobs Act and in a manner that

 14  reflects the diversity of Illinois.  So thank you

 15  all for being here tonight, and I'm excited to hear

 16  what everyone has to say.  Thank you.  Back to you,

 17  Chair Hobert.

 18        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you, Member Pawar.

 19                 Member Poole?

 20        MEMBER POOLE:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  I'm very

 21  excited to be part of this -- the opportunity to do

 22  this as a member of the IFA, being a member of

 23  organized labor for a long -- longer than I want to

 24  really admit.  But the opportunity of this
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 01  Section 134 is as exciting for the fact that how it

 02  will prevail in the state, move jobs,

 03  progressiveness, move jobs and opportunities for

 04  organized labor and their members, men/women of the

 05  labor movement.  This is as dynamite a program that

 06  I just can't say much more about it other than the

 07  fact that it's exciting to be a part of it and the

 08  IFA has an opportunity to participate in it at the

 09  level they are.  Thank you.

 10        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you very much.

 11                 Chris, over to you.

 12        EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEISTER:  Thank you very

 13  much, Chair Hobert.  For the stakeholders, we

 14  posted on our website a stakeholder memo, which

 15  importantly contains links to various US EPA

 16  websites, including the Environmental Financial

 17  Advisory Board, which met earlier today, and so

 18  they have even more information posted on their

 19  website.

 20                 We also have a complete copy of the

 21  statute, which, fortunately, for federal law is

 22  fairly short.  It's about two-plus pages.  And I'm

 23  just going to -- I'm just going to cover it very,

 24  very briefly because there is a lot of information
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 01  that EPA is continually updating.  And in the

 02  stakeholder memo there are various dates.  There

 03  was an addition.  And as Will said, our work

 04  complements the work of the EPA in gathering public

 05  input.  It's our intent to submit this information

 06  to the EPA to help them shape the 134 GGRF program.

 07                 So, importantly, there are three

 08  buckets of money under 134.  There's what's known

 09  as zero-emission technologies.  It's up to

 10  $7 billion.  It is open to states, municipalities,

 11  tribal governments, and eligible recipients, a

 12  defined term of art in 134 that is a nonprofit

 13  organization that has the ability to make

 14  investments -- direct investments and indirect

 15  investments -- in qualified projects at the state,

 16  regional, and local levels.

 17                 But the zero-emission technology

 18  $7 billion is designed to enable and benefit low

 19  and -- low-income and disadvantaged communities

 20  take advantage of zero-emission technologies,

 21  including those on residential rooftops.  So that's

 22  Category 1.

 23                 There is a remaining $20 billion that

 24  is open to, again, the eligible entities that I
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 01  just described and that's identified in the

 02  statute.  There's up to $12 billion in financial

 03  and technical assistance.  And then there is a

 04  billion dollars specifically for low-income and

 05  disadvantaged communities.

 06                 Again, we look forward to hearing

 07  what folks have to say.  And this is a listening

 08  session.  And the instructions for the attendees

 09  who wish to speak on the record, as has been

 10  mentioned, anybody participating via video, please

 11  indicate your desire to speak by using the "Raise

 12  Your Hand" function.  Click on the "Raise Hand"

 13  option at the center of your control bar at the

 14  bottom of your screen.  You will be able to see the

 15  task bar by moving your mouse or touching the

 16  screen on your tablet.

 17                 If any attendee is participating by

 18  phone, please indicate your desire to speak by

 19  using the "Raise Hand" function by pressing *9.

 20                 For each attendee, again, as Will

 21  mentioned, please limit your speaking to three

 22  minutes or less.  We will use a timer so that we

 23  get as many speakers as possible.  You will not be

 24  called upon a second time.  However, the member
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 01  guests may wish to ask questions of any attendee

 02  speaker.  We will stop the timer for any

 03  question-and-answer exchanges.

 04                 If any attendee is inappropriate or

 05  unprofessional, you will be removed from the

 06  meeting.  Should you wish to submit comments in

 07  writing, the e-mail is webmaster@il-fa.com.  And

 08  we'll keep that open until 5 p.m. on Friday,

 09  November the 18th, 2022.

 10                 The session is being recorded.  We

 11  have a court reporter who is transcribing this

 12  evening's discussion.  So when you are called upon,

 13  please slowly state and spell your name so that the

 14  court reporter can accurately record it.

 15                 For the record, Rob Litchfield is

 16  running our technical resources, and he is

 17  available to help manage the queue along with Mark.

 18  So thank you very much.  The court-reported

 19  transcription and recording of last Thursday's

 20  listening session has already been posted on the

 21  Authority's website.

 22                 Back to you, Will.

 23        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you, Chris.  This is Will

 24  Hobert.  Rob, if I could ask you and Chris to work
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 01  together to queue and call upon the attendee

 02  speakers.  We will work to have as many attendee

 03  speakers as possible, and this session will run a

 04  full 120 minutes if needed.  Rob, do you have any

 05  attendee speakers ready?

 06        MR. LITCHFIELD:  Yes.  There's three queued to

 07  speak.  So our first one is Joe Duffy.

 08        MR. DUFFY:  Hi.  Can you hear me?

 09        CHAIR HOBERT:  Yes.

 10        MR. DUFFY:  Hi.  Good evening, everyone.  My

 11  name is Joe Duffy.  That's D-u-f-f-y.  Thank you so

 12  much for the opportunity to speak today.  I am the

 13  executive director of Climate Jobs Illinois.  We

 14  are a coalition that is governed by the Illinois

 15  AFL-CIO, the Chicago Federation of Labor, as well

 16  as the Cook County construction and building

 17  trades.

 18                 In addition to that, we have 12

 19  different labor affiliates across the state.  And

 20  we were created back in 2020 in advance of the

 21  negotiations around the Climate Equitable Jobs Act.

 22  And our organization was successful in terms of

 23  securing the strongest labor standards in the

 24  country on the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act that
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 01  requires project labor agreements in all utility

 02  scale wind and solar, as well as prevailing wage on

 03  projects that receive renewable energy credits

 04  outside of residential solar and some houses of

 05  worship.

 06                 And we are very excited.  I want to

 07  echo what Member Poole said regarding the Inflation

 08  Reduction Act and why we think certain funds can be

 09  allocated and really benefit the state of Illinois

 10  as well as workers across the state of Illinois and

 11  decarbonize our state's economy due to the work

 12  that we were able to do in CEJA and what the

 13  Inflation Reduction Act does to complement that

 14  work that we all worked on over the last couple

 15  years.

 16                 And I also want to echo -- I was on

 17  the previous recording last week -- what a friend

 18  and colleague of ours that we work very closely

 19  with at Hire360, Deborah Whitaker.  She made some

 20  comments last week related to funds going to Black

 21  contractors as well as the work that they're doing

 22  at Hire360's diversified construction and building

 23  trades.  Very much is important to our coalition,

 24  Climate Jobs Illinois, and our affiliates in labor
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 01  across the state of Illinois.

 02                 And then there's two other pieces

 03  that I think are really important where money

 04  secured through this Green Bank can really benefit

 05  Illinois and really benefit and hit the goals that

 06  the Green Bank is seeking to accomplish.  One of

 07  which is putting this money towards workforce

 08  development in the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act.

 09  There's three workforce development hubs in

 10  Northern, Central, and Southern Illinois:  The

 11  ClimateWorks preapprenticeship program that is in

 12  the process of being implemented by the Department

 13  of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, that would

 14  set up preapprenticeship programs to get people

 15  prepared to take the test to get into an

 16  apprenticeship program for the various construction

 17  and building trades in clean energy.  We think that

 18  that money would be very well spent to prop up

 19  those organizations and build upon the work that

 20  Hire360 has done in Chicago.

 21        MR. LITCHFIELD:  Joe, you have 30 seconds or

 22  less.

 23        MR. DUFFY:  Sounds good.

 24                 And then in addition to that, it's
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 01  towards carbon-free healthy schools.  In the CEJA

 02  there is 15 percent of their mobile energy credits

 03  toward going to solar on schools as well as energy

 04  efficiency audits focused on Tier 1 and Tier 2

 05  environmental justice schools.

 06                 So we think it would be very

 07  beneficial to have that money towards amplifying

 08  solar on schools, decarbonizing schools, and

 09  electric school buses as well.

 10                 Thank you so much for your time.

 11        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you, Joe.  We appreciate

 12  your time and your thoughts.

 13                 Rob, it looks like next up -- who is

 14  next in the queue?

 15        MR. LITCHFIELD:  Mike Genin or Genin.

 16        CHAIR HOBERT:  Hi, Mike.

 17        MR. GENIN:  Hello.  Can you hear me?

 18        CHAIR HOBERT:  Yes.

 19        MR. GENIN:  Thank you, Chair Hobert, Members

 20  of the Illinois Finance Authority, the staff for

 21  the opportunity to testify on the Greenhouse Gas

 22  Reduction Fund.

 23                 My name is Mike, last name is

 24  G-e-n-i-n, Genin.  And I'm representing the
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 01  Illinois Municipal Utility Association, also known

 02  as IMUA, and the Illinois Municipal Electric

 03  Agency, also known as the IMEA.  We have worked

 04  well with the IFA in the past with regard to

 05  emergency loan financing for municipal gas systems

 06  during the winter storm Uri.  We would like to

 07  again thank you, Chair Hobert, and the IFA again

 08  for their quick action and urgent necessary relief

 09  during that time frame.

 10                 The IMA is a nonprofit joint action

 11  agency providing wholesale power to 32 municipal

 12  electric systems in the state.  And the IMUA is the

 13  advocacy organization representing all 42 municipal

 14  electric systems in Illinois.  We are nonprofit

 15  utilities, and well over a majority of our

 16  municipal electric systems are in low-income or

 17  rural downstate communities.  We would welcome the

 18  opportunity to potentially to work with the IFA on

 19  the GGRF and help many of these folks benefit from

 20  increased electric vehicles on their roads in

 21  reaching the state's 100 percent clean energy goal

 22  by 2050.

 23                 Our organizations are uniquely

 24  positioned and qualified to enable these municipal
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 01  electric utilities and, as a result, their

 02  communities that benefit from the new zero-emission

 03  technologies or the reduction of greenhouse gas

 04  emission technologies.  We already administer 19

 05  programs that support energy efficiency and

 06  electric vehicle incentives.

 07                 If the IFA is able to secure the GGRF

 08  funds and if we were to have the prospect

 09  department with the IFA, then we can expand our

 10  programs to offer new incentives and opportunities

 11  that would not necessarily be available without

 12  financial assistance.  Examples could include

 13  offering customers incentives or rebates for

 14  high-efficiency heat pumps, efficient appliances,

 15  weatherization options, and opportunities to

 16  accelerate the transition to carbon-free vehicle

 17  fleets.

 18                 We also have experience in developing

 19  renewable projects such as wind and solar.  We

 20  could use this experience to potentially offer the

 21  opportunity of community-based solar for municipal

 22  customers as well as other zero-emission or

 23  greenhouse gas reduction technologies.

 24                 In conclusion, thank you for your
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 01  consideration.  Thank you for representing Illinois

 02  in assessing GGRF funds.  And thank you for the

 03  opportunity to speak today.  Thank you.

 04        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you, Mike.  We appreciate

 05  your time and your thoughts.

 06                 Next up, Rob, is it Tracy?

 07        MR. LITCHFIELD:  Tracy Fox.

 08        CHAIR HOBERT:  Hi, Tracy.

 09        MS. FOX:  Hi.  Thanks to the Director, board

 10  members, and staff who are holding this evening's

 11  session.  It is much appreciated.

 12                 I have been a community volunteer in

 13  the Peoria area for many years and got involved

 14  with energy policy as it was pretty closely

 15  intertwined with our fight to clean up pollution at

 16  the Edwards Coal Plant.  And that led me to be

 17  pretty involved with some of the legislative

 18  drafting done by the Clean Jobs Coalition on CEJA.

 19                 And the way that CEJA is drafted,

 20  there's a real opportunity to do not one but two or

 21  three things with the Greenhouse Gas Reduction

 22  Fund.  I certainly think that the IFA is well

 23  positioned to carry part of that load, but I also

 24  think there's an important place for smaller, more
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 01  culturally sensitive banking sorts of things such

 02  as what was envisioned in the CEJA Jobs and Justice

 03  Fund.  And so I hope that as IFA moves forward it

 04  will think about a role for both banking options as

 05  well as ways that it can lift up not just the

 06  couple of programs called out by CJI and Mr. Duffy,

 07  but the full range of CEJA programs.  I would hope

 08  that IFA would coordinate with the Illinois Power

 09  Authority as well as DCEO to see how the full suite

 10  of programs might benefit from this extra funding.

 11                 I also just want to dig a little bit

 12  to why I think multiple banking options are needed,

 13  and the first has to do with target audiences.

 14  CEJA and the parts of it that I worked on,

 15  including the Jobs and Justice Fund, really focused

 16  on the needs of very small contractors and new

 17  entrance into the clean energy field.  And they're

 18  very targeted to try to bring people who have been

 19  shut out before into clean energy.  And that would

 20  be people in environmental justice, people in

 21  cannabis-ravaged communities, people coming out of

 22  the prison system, and people who are foster care

 23  alums.

 24                 I think the banking relationship is
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 01  needed to help that.  I'm sure folks who could

 02  benefit from the jobs, who could benefit from the

 03  opportunity is going to look pretty different from

 04  what IFA typically deals with, and I think it's

 05  good to have multiple doors.  These folks, a lot of

 06  them are used to not having good access to

 07  capital --

 08        MR. LITCHFIELD:  30 seconds left.

 09        MS. FOX:  -- of having pretty fraught banking

 10  relationships.  So I think that duplication is

 11  important.

 12                 I also think it's important because

 13  it allows you to do different types of projects.

 14  Small projects that appear in neighborhoods of the

 15  appropriate purview, of a smaller entity like the

 16  Jobs and Justice Fund where answering questions

 17  like what's the urban equivalent of a wind farm,

 18  something that the south side of Peoria District

 19  Council people ask me all the time.  Those are the

 20  purview of things the IFA would be well positioned

 21  to address.

 22                 And, finally, I ask you not to solve

 23  isolated and outdated projects or problems.

 24  Instead, try to position IFA, its efforts are
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 01  overall greenhouse gas reduction efforts and

 02  solving the problems of everyday people, the need

 03  for clean air, the need for low-cost energy, and

 04  also to position Illinois to catch the next wave.

 05  We don't need to be propping up ethanol plants with

 06  additional carbon piping and working on solutions

 07  that are only going to be good for 20 to 30 years.

 08                 IFA is in the --

 09        MR. LITCHFIELD:  Your time is up.

 10        MS. FOX:  Okay.  You have the experience to

 11  look beyond the obvious solutions, and I encourage

 12  you to do so.

 13        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you, Tracy.  We

 14  appreciate your thoughts.

 15                 Rob, do we have anyone else in the

 16  queue?

 17        MR. LITCHFIELD:  No, that's it.  No speakers.

 18        EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEYER:  Will, I think

 19  Roxanne has got a comment.

 20        CHAIR HOBERT:  Great.  Roxanne?

 21        VICE CHAIR NAVA:  Thank you, Chair Hobert.

 22                 So I just wanted to add to the great

 23  comments.  This is really unprecedented times both

 24  in terms to the potential for the funding and
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 01  aggressiveness of the implementation schedule.  So

 02  I appreciate hearing everyone speak.  You know,

 03  it's important for all of us -- grant applicants,

 04  grant recipients -- because we know that it's

 05  important to do this right, it's important to be

 06  inclusive, it's important to be equitable because I

 07  believe the world is watching us.

 08                 I'm glad all the speakers were

 09  constructive, and they were on the same page of

 10  being inclusive and equitable.  And we look forward

 11  to hearing from everybody so that we can all move

 12  forward together.  Thank you, Chair Hobert.

 13        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you, Member Nava.

 14  Appreciate those thoughts.

 15                 Rob, do we still have nobody in the

 16  queue?

 17        MR. LITCHFIELD:  Nobody in the queue.

 18        CHAIR HOBERT:  Okay.

 19        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  Again, this is --

 20  are we ready to adjourn?  This is Mark Meyer.

 21  Executive Director --

 22        MR. LITCHFIELD:  Wait.  We have someone logged

 23  in as "staff liaison."

 24        MS. BECKER:  Apologies.  I'm using a work Zoom
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 01  account.  My name is Lauren Becker, and I'm with

 02  the City of Carbondale, Illinois.

 03        CHAIR HOBERT:  Hi, Lauren.  Please take up to

 04  three minutes and let us know your thoughts.

 05        MS. BECKER:  My thoughts will be short and

 06  sweet.  I just want to make sure that I take this

 07  time that you've provided for us to echo the

 08  sentiments of a previous speaker.  Coming from the

 09  perspective of a municipal employee, I cannot

 10  stress enough the importance of small projects and

 11  the importance of projects that focus on

 12  strengthening the resilience of our neighborhood.

 13                 So a previous speaker had mentioned

 14  this opportunity as an avenue for us to focus on

 15  the new wave, catching the new wave.  So I just

 16  want to stress that our community is also looking

 17  to catch the new wave, not additional carbon

 18  piping.  We want to be preparing ourselves to be

 19  resilient and focusing on energy sovereignty and

 20  energy security in this new age.

 21                 And we welcome the opportunity for

 22  municipal governments to pursue power that we can

 23  own ourselves, pursue power that focuses on

 24  providing those of us who are low income or
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 01  disadvantaged with an opportunity to get a head

 02  start, get a jump because, believe it or not,

 03  utilities in and of themselves can make or break a

 04  family's monthly budget.

 05                 So I just want to add those thoughts

 06  coming from the perspective of a municipal staff

 07  member.  And I appreciate your time.  Thank you

 08  very much.

 09        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you, Lauren.  We

 10  appreciate your time and your thoughts.

 11                 Rob, anybody else in the queue?

 12        MR. LITCHFIELD:  No.

 13        CHAIR HOBERT:  Okay.

 14        MR. LITCHFIELD:  Wait.  Spoke too soon.

 15  There's Jane -- is it Cogie?

 16        MS. COGIE:  Yeah, I'm Jane Cogie.  I'm a

 17  member of the Sustainability Commission of

 18  Carbondale.  Can you hear me?

 19        CHAIR HOBERT:  Yes.  Please go ahead, Jane.

 20        MS. COGIE:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Yeah, I

 21  don't really have prepared remarks except I endorse

 22  what two of the speakers mentioned about need for

 23  small projects.  One of the main impetus for the

 24  Climate and Equitable Jobs Act is to have clean
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 01  energy accessible to all, but also to have clean

 02  jobs across the state.  And having the equity

 03  portion of CEJA for solar developers as well as for

 04  workforce training would involve having the green

 05  fund available -- configured so it's available to

 06  folks in those locations across the state.  And I

 07  can speak definitely for Southern Illinois and need

 08  for jobs, and we definitely have low-income folks

 09  who would benefit from those jobs as well as from

 10  them having solar on their house.

 11                 I also -- I guess I want to be sure

 12  that funding for projects that involve pipelines to

 13  sequester carbon from ethanol plants or elsewhere

 14  is not in the spirit of moving on to new generation

 15  of clean energy.  It's reinforcing the past and

 16  fossil fuels.  Nothing wrong with fossil fuels, but

 17  we need to move beyond them at this point.

 18                 So I will write a written comment in

 19  addition to this, but I do want to at least speak

 20  out on this level -- this general level to endorse

 21  that focus on local and clean alternative fuels.

 22                 Thank you so much for your time.

 23  It's terrific that all this financing is available,

 24  will be available through the green fund, and we
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 01  want to make the best of it.  Thanks so much.

 02        CHAIR HOBERT:  Thank you, Jane.  We appreciate

 03  your time and your thoughts.

 04                 Rob, anyone else in the queue?

 05        MR. LITCHFIELD:  No, no other speakers.

 06        CHAIR HOBERT:  Okay.  Well, Joe, Mike, Tracy,

 07  Lauren, and Jane, we appreciate your time and

 08  sharing your thoughts with us.

 09                 Member Pawar, Nava, and Poole, we

 10  appreciate your time for joining in as well, as

 11  well as staff in the room and Rob.  Thank you.

 12  With that, Mark.

 13        ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER:  Again, this is

 14  Mark Meyer.  The time is 7:32 p.m., and this agency

 15  listening session is adjourned.

 16  

 17  

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  

 22  

 23  

 24  
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 01  STATE OF ILLINOIS   )

                         )   SS:

 02  COUNTY OF COOK      )

 03  

 04                 Valerie Calabria, CSR, RPR, being

 05  first duly sworn, on oath says that she is a court

 06  reporter doing business in the State of Illinois;

 07  and that she reported in shorthand the proceedings

 08  of said meeting; and that the foregoing is a true

 09  and correct transcript of her shorthand notes so

 10  taken as aforesaid, and contains the proceedings

 11  given at said meeting.

 12  

 13  

 14  

 15  

                        VALERIE CALABRIA, CSR, RPR

 16                     License No. 84-003928
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEISTER: Good evening.

Thisis Chris Meister. I'm the Executive Director
of the Illinois Finance Authority. | would like to
call this agency listening session to order.
ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: Good evening.
Thisis Mark Meyer, Associate General Counsel of
the Authority. Today's date is Thursday,
November 17, 2022, and this agency listening
session has been called to order by Executive
Director Meister at the time of 7:00 p.m. Well
remain open up to 120 minutes from now or until
everyone has had an opportunity to speak.
Thisisalistening session only and
is being conducted via video and audio conference.
Staff of the Authority, consistent
with the Authority's designation as the Climate
Bank of the State of Illinois under Illinois law,
are holding this agency listening session regarding
the Inflation Reduction Act, or IRA, which amended
the Clean Air Act to create a new program through
the United States Environmental Protection Agency,
US EPA; the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, or GGRF.
Thisisafirst-of-its-kind federal program -- this
first-of-its-kind federal program will provide
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Guest Vice Chair and Member Nava.

VICE CHAIR NAVA: Present.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: Guest Member
Pawar.

MEMBER PAWAR: Present. You're going to hear
my dogs. So sorry.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: Guest Member
Poole.

MEMBER POOLE: Present.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: And Illinois
Finance Authority Executive Director Chris Meister.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEISTER: Present.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: Illinois Finance
Authority IT manager Rob Litchfield.

MR. LITCHFIELD: Present.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: Renee, please
state your -- our intern Renee is also present
today. Renee, can you spell your last name for the
court reporter.

MS. GIRARD: Girard, G-i-r-a-r-d.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: Thank you. Before
we begin making our way through -- oh, and guest
Chair and Member of the Authority Will Hobert.

CHAIR HOBERT: Present.
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competitive grants to mobilize financing and

leverage project capital for clean energy and

climate projects that reduce greenhouse gas

emissions -- with an emphasis on projects that

benefit low-income and disadvantaged communities --
and further the Biden-Harris Administration's
commitment to environmental justice.

Executive Director Chris Meister is
currently with me in the Authority's Chicago office
at the physical location of thislistening session
and participating via video and audio conference.
Some guests and staff are similarly at the location
of the meeting and participating viavideo and
audio conference while some guests and staff will
attend this meeting solely viavideo or audio
conference.

Aswetake therall cals, the
response of the guests and staff will be taken as
an indication that they can hear al discussion and
testimony.

Since thisis an agency listening
session, | will recognize the guest members and
staff who are present. Please respond with
"present” when | call your name.

Page 5
ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: | am aso present.

Before we begin making our way
through today's session, | would like to request
that each speaker mute their audio when possible to
eliminate any background noise unless you are
speaking, answering a question, or otherwise
providing any comments for the record. If you are
participating via video, please use the mute button
found on your task bar on the bottom of your
screen. You will be able to see the control bar by
moving your mouse or touching the screen of your
tablet.

For any Guest Member, staff, or
anyone from the public participating via phone, to
mute and unmute your line, you may press *6 on your
keypad if you do not have that feature on your
phone.

Asareminder, we are being recorded
and a court reporter is transcribing today's
listening session. For the consideration of the
court reporter, | would also like to ask that each
speaker state their name before speaking or
otherwise providing any comments for the record.

Finally, | would like to confirm that

Bridges Court Reporting
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all members of the public attending via video or

audio conference can hear this meeting clearly.
Guest Vice Chair Nava, can you confirm that this
video and audio conferenceis clearly heard at your
remote location?

VICE CHAIR NAVA: Yes, | can confirm that |
can hear everything just fine from my remote
location. Thank you.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: Great. | am
physically present in the conference room on the
10th floor of 160 North LaSalle Street in Chicago,
[llinois, and I can confirm that | can hear all
discussions at the physical location of this
listening session and the remote participants that
have spoken thusfar. The agendafor this
listening session was posted on this floor and on
the first floor and on the Authority's website as
of last Thursday, November 10, 2022.

If any member of the public
participating via video or audio conference finds
that they cannot hear these proceedings clearly,
please call (312) 651-1300 or write info@il-fa.com
immediately to let us know, and we will endeavor to
solve the audio issue.

10

Page 8
own public engagement efforts. So our work today

merely complements US EPA's public engagement
efforts. However, asthe Authority shapesits
approach to compete for limited GGRF funds, the
Authority wants to hear as many voices as possible.
For that reason, we will limit each guest's

statement to three minutes, and an e-mail address
has been provided for written comments. We
encourage everybody to participate both by showing
up today and by e-mail. We thank everyone for your
interest in this listening session and for taking

time out of your day.

Before | ask Christo provide a brief
overview of the GGRF opportunity, | turn to my
colleagues for a brief statement: Members Nava,
Pawar, and Poole.

Member Nava?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEISTER: Vice Chair Nava,
would you like to share any thoughts?

VICE CHAIR NAVA: I'msorry. What?

CHAIR HOBERT: Would you like to share any
thoughts before we get started?

VICE CHAIR NAVA: No. ThisisVice Chair
Roxanne Nava, and I'm good. Thank you so much.
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CHAIR HOBERT: ThisisWill Hobert. Thank
you, Mark.

Welcome to this second time that
we've conducted an agency listening session. As
you have heard, this evening's topic isthe
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. The GGRF isan
important opportunity for the Authority in our
State statutory role as the Climate Bank and for
[llinois as awhole.

The GGRF isanew program, and the
federal government isin the process of shaping it.
The amount of the GGRF money that the federal
government will be distributing nationally is
estimated to be as large as $27 billion, and the
timeline of such funding is aggressive. In our
view, the GGRF purposes are consistent with the
purposes of the lllinois Climate and Equitable Jobs
Act, or CEJA, specifically the goals of putting a
million electric vehicles on Illinois roads by
2030, reaching 100 percent clean energy in lllinois
by 2050, and while prioritizing job creation,
training, placement reflecting the diversity of
[llinois.

Importantly, US EPA is conducting its

Page 9
CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you.

Member Pawar or Member Poole?

MEMBER POOLE: Go ahead.

MEMBER PAWAR: Thank you, Member Hobert.
Thank you everyone for joining us tonight. | just
wanted to quickly say that Section 134 of the
Inflation Reduction Act is an opportunity to inject
much needed private capital into low-income and
disadvantaged communities around the state of
[llinois; improve the health of those communities
by reducing greenhouse gas emissions; and do so
that is consistent with the governor's goals and
the Clean Energy Jobs Act and in a manner that
reflects the diversity of Illinois. So thank you
all for being here tonight, and I'm excited to hear
what everyone hasto say. Thank you. Back to you,
Chair Hobert.

CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you, Member Pawar.

Member Poole?

MEMBER POOLE: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I'm very
excited to be part of this -- the opportunity to do
this as amember of the IFA, being a member of
organized labor for along -- longer than | want to
really admit. But the opportunity of this

Bridges Court Reporting
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Section 134 is as exciting for the fact that how it

will prevail in the state, move jobs,
progressiveness, move jobs and opportunities for
organized labor and their members, men/women of the
labor movement. Thisis as dynamite a program that
| just can't say much more about it other than the
fact that it's exciting to be a part of it and the
IFA has an opportunity to participatein it at the
level they are. Thank you.

CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you very much.

Chris, over to you.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEISTER: Thank you very
much, Chair Hobert. For the stakeholders, we
posted on our website a stakeholder memo, which
importantly contains links to various US EPA
websites, including the Environmental Financial
Advisory Board, which met earlier today, and so
they have even more information posted on their
website.

We also have a complete copy of the
statute, which, fortunately, for federal law is
fairly short. It's about two-plus pages. And I'm
just going to -- I'm just going to cover it very,
very briefly because thereis alot of information
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just described and that'sidentified in the
statute. There's up to $12 billion in financial
and technical assistance. And thenthereisa
billion dollars specifically for low-income and
disadvantaged communities.

Again, we look forward to hearing
what folks haveto say. Andthisisalistening
session. And the instructions for the attendees
who wish to speak on the record, as has been
mentioned, anybody participating via video, please
indicate your desire to speak by using the "Raise
Y our Hand" function. Click on the "Raise Hand"
option at the center of your control bar at the
bottom of your screen. You will be able to see the
task bar by moving your mouse or touching the
screen on your tablet.

If any attendee is participating by
phone, please indicate your desire to speak by
using the "Raise Hand" function by pressing *9.

For each attendee, again, as Will
mentioned, please limit your speaking to three
minutes or less. We will use atimer so that we
get as many speakers as possible. You will not be
called upon a second time. However, the member
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that EPA is continually updating. Andinthe

stakeholder memo there are various dates. There
was an addition. And as Will said, our work
complements the work of the EPA in gathering public
input. It's our intent to submit this information
to the EPA to help them shape the 134 GGRF program.
So, importantly, there are three
buckets of money under 134. There'swhat's known
as zero-emission technologies. It'sup to
$7 billion. It isopen to states, municipalities,
tribal governments, and eligible recipients, a
defined term of art in 134 that is a nonprofit
organization that has the ability to make
investments -- direct investments and indirect
investments -- in qualified projects at the state,
regional, and local levels.
But the zero-emission technol ogy
$7 billion is designed to enable and benefit low
and -- low-income and disadvantaged communities
take advantage of zero-emission technologies,
including those on residential rooftops. So that's
Category 1.
Thereis aremaining $20 billion that
is open to, again, the eligible entities that |
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guests may wish to ask questions of any attendee

speaker. We will stop the timer for any
guestion-and-answer exchanges.

If any attendee isinappropriate or
unprofessional, you will be removed from the
meeting. Should you wish to submit commentsin
writing, the e-mail is webmaster@il-fa.com. And
we'll keep that open until 5 p.m. on Friday,
November the 18th, 2022.

The session is being recorded. We
have a court reporter who is transcribing this
evening's discussion. So when you are called upon,
please slowly state and spell your name so that the
court reporter can accurately record it.

For the record, Rob Litchfield is
running our technical resources, and heis
available to help manage the queue along with Mark.
So thank you very much. The court-reported
transcription and recording of last Thursday's
listening session has already been posted on the
Authority's website.

Back to you, Will.

CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you, Chris. Thisis Will
Hobert. Rob, if | could ask you and Chris to work

Bridges Court Reporting
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Page 14
together to queue and call upon the attendee

speakers. We will work to have as many attendee
speakers as possible, and this session will run a
full 120 minutesif needed. Rob, do you have any
attendee speakers ready?

MR. LITCHFIELD: Yes. There'sthree queued to
speak. So our first oneis Joe Duffy.

MR. DUFFY: Hi. Canyou hear me?

CHAIR HOBERT: Yes.

MR. DUFFY: Hi. Good evening, everyone. My
name is Joe Duffy. That's D-u-f-f-y. Thank you so
much for the opportunity to speak today. | am the
executive director of Climate Jobs Illinois. We
are acodltion that is governed by the Illinois
AFL-CIO, the Chicago Federation of Labor, aswell
as the Cook County construction and building
trades.

In addition to that, we have 12
different labor affiliates across the state. And
we were created back in 2020 in advance of the
negotiations around the Climate Equitable Jobs Act.
And our organization was successful in terms of
securing the strongest labor standards in the
country on the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act that

. . Page 16
across the state of Illinois.

And then there's two other pieces

that | think are really important where money
secured through this Green Bank can really benefit
[llinois and really benefit and hit the goals that
the Green Bank is seeking to accomplish. One of
which is putting this money towards workforce
development in the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act.
There's three workforce development hubsin
Northern, Central, and Southern Illinois: The
ClimateWorks preapprenticeship program that isin
the process of being implemented by the Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, that would
set up preapprenticeship programs to get people
prepared to take the test to get into an
apprenticeship program for the various construction
and building trades in clean energy. We think that
that money would be very well spent to prop up
those organizations and build upon the work that
Hire360 has done in Chicago.

MR. LITCHFIELD: Joe, you have 30 seconds or
less.

MR. DUFFY: Sounds good.

And then in addition to that, it's
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requires project labor agreementsin al utility

scale wind and solar, aswell as prevailing wage on
projects that receive renewable energy credits
outside of residential solar and some houses of
worship.

And we are very excited. | want to
echo what Member Poole said regarding the Inflation
Reduction Act and why we think certain funds can be
allocated and really benefit the state of Illinois
as well as workers across the state of Illinois and
decarbonize our state's economy due to the work
that we were able to do in CEJA and what the
Inflation Reduction Act does to complement that
work that we all worked on over the last couple
years.

And | also want to echo -- | wason
the previous recording last week -- what afriend
and colleague of ours that we work very closely
with at Hire360, Deborah Whitaker. She made some
comments last week related to funds going to Black
contractors as well as the work that they're doing
at Hire360's diversified construction and building
trades. Very much isimportant to our coalition,
Climate Jobs Illinois, and our affiliates in labor

Page 17
towards carbon-free healthy schools. Inthe CEJA

there is 15 percent of their mobile energy credits
toward going to solar on schools as well as energy
efficiency audits focused on Tier 1 and Tier 2
environmental justice schools.
So we think it would be very
beneficia to have that money towards amplifying
solar on schools, decarbonizing schools, and
electric school buses aswell.
Thank you so much for your time.
CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you, Joe. We appreciate
your time and your thoughts.
Rob, it looks like next up -- who is
next in the queue?
MR. LITCHFIELD: Mike Genin or Genin.
CHAIR HOBERT: Hi, Mike.
MR. GENIN: Hello. Canyou hear me?
CHAIR HOBERT: Yes.
MR. GENIN: Thank you, Chair Hobert, Members
of the Illinois Finance Authority, the staff for
the opportunity to testify on the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund.
My nameis Mike, last nameis
G-e-n-i-n, Genin. And I'm representing the
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[llinois Municipal Utility Association, also known

asIMUA, and the Illinois Municipal Electric
Agency, aso known asthe IMEA. We have worked
well with the IFA in the past with regard to
emergency loan financing for municipal gas systems
during the winter storm Uri. We would like to
again thank you, Chair Hobert, and the IFA again
for their quick action and urgent necessary relief
during that time frame.

The IMA isanonprofit joint action
agency providing wholesale power to 32 municipal
electric systemsin the state. And the IMUA isthe
advocacy organization representing all 42 municipa
electric systemsin Illinois. We are nonprofit
utilities, and well over amajority of our
municipal electric systems are in low-income or
rural downstate communities. We would welcome the
opportunity to potentially to work with the IFA on
the GGRF and help many of these folks benefit from
increased electric vehicles on their roadsin
reaching the state's 100 percent clean energy goal
by 2050.

Our organizations are uniquely
positioned and qualified to enable these municipal

. . . o Page 20
consideration. Thank you for representing Illinois

in assessing GGRF funds. And thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. Thank you.

CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you, Mike. We appreciate
your time and your thoughts.

Next up, Rob, isit Tracy?

MR. LITCHFIELD: Tracy Fox.

CHAIR HOBERT: Hi, Tracy.

MS. FOX: Hi. Thanksto the Director, board
members, and staff who are holding this evening's
session. It is much appreciated.

| have been a community volunteer in
the Peoria area for many years and got involved
with energy policy asit was pretty closely
intertwined with our fight to clean up pollution at
the Edwards Coal Plant. And that led me to be
pretty involved with some of the legidative
drafting done by the Clean Jobs Codalition on CEJA.

And the way that CEJA is drafted,
there's areal opportunity to do not one but two or
three things with the Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund. 1 certainly think that the IFA iswell
positioned to carry part of that load, but | also
think there's an important place for smaller, more

© 00 N o g B~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

. L . Page 19
electric utilities and, as aresult, their

communities that benefit from the new zero-emission
technologies or the reduction of greenhouse gas
emission technologies. We already administer 19
programs that support energy efficiency and

electric vehicle incentives.

If the IFA is able to secure the GGRF
funds and if we were to have the prospect
department with the IFA, then we can expand our
programs to offer new incentives and opportunities
that would not necessarily be available without
financia assistance. Examples could include
offering customers incentives or rebates for
high-efficiency heat pumps, efficient appliances,
weatherization options, and opportunities to
accelerate the transition to carbon-free vehicle
fleets.

We also have experience in developing
renewabl e projects such aswind and solar. We
could use this experience to potentially offer the
opportunity of community-based solar for municipal
customers as well as other zero-emission or
greenhouse gas reduction technol ogies.

In conclusion, thank you for your

. . . Page 21
culturally sensitive banking sorts of things such

as what was envisioned in the CEJA Jobs and Justice
Fund. And so | hope that as IFA moves forward it
will think about arole for both banking options as
well aswaysthat it can lift up not just the
couple of programs called out by CJl and Mr. Duffy,
but the full range of CEJA programs. | would hope
that IFA would coordinate with the lllinois Power
Authority aswell as DCEO to see how the full suite
of programs might benefit from this extra funding.

| aso just want to dig alittle bit
to why | think multiple banking options are needed,
and the first has to do with target audiences.
CEJA and the parts of it that | worked on,
including the Jobs and Justice Fund, really focused
on the needs of very small contractors and new
entrance into the clean energy field. And they're
very targeted to try to bring people who have been
shut out before into clean energy. And that would
be people in environmental justice, peoplein
cannabis-ravaged communities, people coming out of
the prison system, and people who are foster care
alums.

| think the banking relationship is

Bridges Court Reporting
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needed to help that. 1'm sure folks who could

benefit from the jobs, who could benefit from the
opportunity is going to look pretty different from
what |FA typically deals with, and | think it's
good to have multiple doors. These folks, alot of
them are used to not having good access to
capital --

MR. LITCHFIELD: 30 seconds left.

MS. FOX: -- of having pretty fraught banking
relationships. So | think that duplication is
important.

| also think it's important because
it allows you to do different types of projects.
Small projects that appear in neighborhoods of the
appropriate purview, of asmaller entity like the
Jobs and Justice Fund where answering questions
like what's the urban equivalent of awind farm,
something that the south side of Peoria District
Council people ask me all thetime. Those are the
purview of things the IFA would be well positioned
to address.

And, finally, | ask you not to solve
isolated and outdated projects or problems.
Instead, try to position IFA, its efforts are

Page 24
aggressiveness of the implementation schedule. So

| appreciate hearing everyone speak. Y ou know,
it'simportant for all of us -- grant applicants,
grant recipients -- because we know that it's
important to do thisright, it'simportant to be
inclusive, it'simportant to be equitable because |
believe the world is watching us.

I'm glad all the speakers were
constructive, and they were on the same page of
being inclusive and equitable. And we look forward
to hearing from everybody so that we can all move
forward together. Thank you, Chair Hobert.

CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you, Member Nava.
Appreciate those thoughts.

Rob, do we still have nobody in the
queue?

MR. LITCHFIELD: Nobody in the queue.

CHAIR HOBERT: Okay.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: Again, thisis--
areweready to adjourn? Thisis Mark Meyer.
Executive Director --

MR. LITCHFIELD: Wait. We have someone logged
in as "staff liaison."

MS. BECKER: Apologies. I'm using awork Zoom
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overall greenhouse gas reduction efforts and

solving the problems of everyday people, the need

for clean air, the need for low-cost energy, and

also to position Illinois to catch the next wave.

We don't need to be propping up ethanol plants with

additional carbon piping and working on solutions

that are only going to be good for 20 to 30 years.
IFA isin the --

MR. LITCHFIELD: Yourtimeis up.

MS. FOX: Okay. You have the experience to
look beyond the obvious solutions, and | encourage
you to do so.

CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you, Tracy. We
appreciate your thoughts.

Raob, do we have anyone else in the
gueue?

MR. LITCHFIELD: No, that'sit. No speakers.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEYER: Will, | think
Roxanne has got a comment.

CHAIR HOBERT: Great. Roxanne?

VICE CHAIR NAVA: Thank you, Chair Hobert.

So | just wanted to add to the great
comments. Thisisreally unprecedented times both
in terms to the potential for the funding and

. Page 25
account. My nameis Lauren Becker, and I'm with

the City of Carbondale, Illinois.

CHAIR HOBERT: Hi, Lauren. Pleasetake up to
three minutes and let us know your thoughts.

MS. BECKER: My thoughts will be short and
sweet. | just want to make surethat | take this
time that you've provided for usto echo the
sentiments of a previous speaker. Coming from the
perspective of amunicipal employee, | cannot
stress enough the importance of small projects and
the importance of projects that focus on
strengthening the resilience of our neighborhood.

So a previous speaker had mentioned
this opportunity as an avenue for usto focus on
the new wave, catching the new wave. So | just
want to stress that our community is also looking
to catch the new wave, not additional carbon
piping. We want to be preparing ourselves to be
resilient and focusing on energy sovereignty and
energy security in this new age.

And we welcome the opportunity for
municipal governments to pursue power that we can
own ourselves, pursue power that focuses on
providing those of us who are low income or

Bridges Court Reporting
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disadvantaged with an opportunity to get a head
start, get ajump because, believeit or not,
utilitiesin and of themselves can make or break a
family's monthly budget.

So | just want to add those thoughts
coming from the perspective of amunicipal staff
member. And | appreciate your time. Thank you
very much.

CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you, Lauren. We
appreciate your time and your thoughts.

Rob, anybody else in the queue?

MR. LITCHFIELD: No.

CHAIR HOBERT: Okay.

MR. LITCHFIELD: Wait. Spoke too soon.
There's Jane -- isit Cogie?

MS. COGIE: Yeah, I'm Jane Cogie. I'ma
member of the Sustainability Commission of
Carbondale. Can you hear me?

CHAIR HOBERT: Yes. Please go ahead, Jane.

MS. COGIE: Thank you. Thank you. Yeah, |
don't really have prepared remarks except | endorse
what two of the speakers mentioned about need for
small projects. One of the main impetus for the
Climate and Equitable Jobs Act isto have clean

. Page 28
want to make the best of it. Thanks so much.

CHAIR HOBERT: Thank you, Jane. We appreciate
your time and your thoughts.
Rob, anyone el se in the queue?
MR. LITCHFIELD: No, no other speakers.
CHAIR HOBERT: Okay. Well, Joe, Mike, Tracy,
Lauren, and Jane, we appreciate your time and
sharing your thoughts with us.
Member Pawar, Nava, and Poole, we
appreciate your time for joining in aswell, as
well as staff in the room and Rob. Thank you.
With that, Mark.
ASSISTANT SECRETARY MEYER: Again, thisis
Mark Meyer. Thetimeis 7:32 p.m., and this agency
listening session is adjourned.
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energy accessible to all, but also to have clean

jobs across the state. And having the equity
portion of CEJA for solar developers aswell asfor
workforce training would involve having the green
fund available -- configured so it's available to
folksin those locations across the state. And |
can speak definitely for Southern Illinois and need
for jobs, and we definitely have low-income folks
who would benefit from those jobs as well as from
them having solar on their house.

| also -- | guess | want to be sure
that funding for projects that involve pipelinesto
sequester carbon from ethanol plants or elsewhere
isnot in the spirit of moving on to new generation
of clean energy. It'sreinforcing the past and
fossil fuels. Nothing wrong with fossil fuels, but
we need to move beyond them at this point.

So | will write awritten comment in
addition to this, but | do want to at least speak
out on this level -- this general level to endorse
that focus on local and clean alternative fuels.

Thank you so much for your time.
It'sterrific that al thisfinancing is available,
will be available through the green fund, and we
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experience (3)
extra (1)

<F>

fact (2)
fairly (1)
family's (1)
far (1)
farm (1)

feature (1)
federal (5)
Federation (1)
field (1)
fight (1)
Finally (2)
FINANCE (7)
Financial (3)
financing (3)
finds (1)

fine (1)

first (4)
first-of-its-kind (2)
fleets (1)
floor (3)
focus (3)
focused (2)
focuses (1)
focusing (1)
folks (6)
foregoing (1)
fortunately (1)
forward (4)
fossil (2)
foster (1)
found (1)
Fox (4)
frame (1)
fraught (1)
Friday (1)
friend (1)
fuels (3)

full (3)
function (2)
FUND (10)
funding (4)
funds (5)
further (1)

<G>

GAS (11)
gathering (1)
General (2)
generation (1)
Genin (5)
G-en-i-n (1)
GGRF (11)
GIRARD (2
G-i-r-a-r-d (1)
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given (1)

glad (1)

Go (2

goal (1)

goals (3)

going (7)

Good (8)
governed (1)
government (2)
governments (2)
governor's (1)
grant (2)
grants (1)
Great (3)
Green (4)
GREENHOUSE (10)
guess (1)

guest (7)
guests (4)
guest's (1)

<H>

Hand (3)
head (1)
health (1)
healthy (1)
hear (11)
heard (2)
hearing (3)
heat (1)
HELD (1)
Hello (1)
help (4)

Hi (6)
high-efficiency (1)
Hire360 (2)
Hire360's (1)
hit (1)
HOBERT (34)
holding (2)
hope (2)
house (1)
houses (1)
hubs (1)

<|>

identified (1)
IFA (14)
ILLINOIS (35)

IMA (1)

IMEA (1)
immediately (1)
impetus (1)
implementation (1)
implemented (1)
importance (2)
important (10)
Importantly (3)
improve (1)
IMUA (2
inappropriate (1)
incentives (3)
include (1)
including (3)
inclusive (2)
income (1)
increased (1)
indicate (2)
indication (1)
indirect (1)
Inflation (4)
info@il-fa.com (1)
information (3)
inject (1)

input (1)
instructions (1)
intent (1)
interest (1)
intern (1)
intertwined (1)
investments (3)
involve (2)
involved (2)
IRA (1)
isolated (1)
issue (1)

its (3)

<J>
Jane (5)
job (1)
Jobs (18)
Joe (5
joining (2)
joint (1)
jump (1)
justice (6)

<K >
keep (1)
keypad (1)
know (4)
known (3)

<L >

labor (8)
large (1)
LaSalle (1)
Lauren (4)
law (2)

led (2)

left (1)
legislative (1)
level (3)
levels (1)
leverage (1)
liaison (1)
License (1)
lift (1)

limit (2)
limited (1)
line (1)
links (1)
LISTENING (15)
Litchfield (15)
little (1)
load (1)
loan (1)
local (2)
location (5)
locations (1)
logged (1)
long (1)
longer (1)
look (4)
looking (1)
looks (1)

lot (2)

low (2)
low-cost (1)
low-income (6)

<M >

main (1)
majority (1)
making (2)
manage (1)

manager (1)
manner (1)
MARK (7)
meeting (6)
MEISTER (9)
MEMBER (27)
members (6)
memo (2)
men/women (1)
mentioned (4)
merely (1)
met (1)
MEYER (16)
Mike (5)
million (1)
minutes (5)
mobile (1)
mobilize (1)
money (6)
monthly (1)
mouse (2)
move (4)
movement (1)
moves (1)
moving (3)
multiple (2)
Municipal (11)
municipalities (1)
mute (3)

<N>

name (8)
nationally (1)
NAVA (14)
necessarily (1)
necessary (1)
need (6)

needed (4)
needs (1)
negotiations (1)
neighborhood (1)
neighborhoods (1)
new (10)

noise (1)
nonprofit (3)
North (1)
Northern (1)
notes (1)

notice (1)
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November (4)

<0O>

oath (1)
obvious (1)
offer (2)
offering (1)
office (1)

oh (1)

Okay (4)

open (4)
opportunities (3)
opportunity (18)
option (1)
options (3)
order (2
organization (3)
organizations (2)
organized (2)
outdated (1)
outside (1)
overall (1)
overview (1)

<P>

p.m (4)

page (1)
pages (1)

part (3)
participants (1)
participate (2)
participating (7)
parts (1)
PAWAR (8)
people (8)
Peoria (2)
percent (3)
PERSON (1)
per spective (2)
phone (3)
physical (2)
physically (1)
pieces (1)
pipelines (1)
piping (2)
place (1)
placement (1)
Plant (1)
plants (2)

Please (10)
point (1)
policy (1)
pollution (1)
POOLE (10)
portion (1)
position (2)
positioned (3)
possible (4)
posted (4)
potential (1)
potentially (2)
power (4)
preapprenticeship (2)
prepared (2)
preparing (1)
PRESENT (12)
press (1)
pressing (1)
pretty (4)
prevail (1)
prevailing (1)
previous (3)
prioritizing (1)
prison (1)
private (1)
problems (2)
PROCEEDINGS (4)
process (2)
program (8)
programs (6)
progressiveness (1)
project (2)
projects (12)
prop (1)
propping (1)
prospect (1)
Protection (1)
provide (2)
provided (2)
providing (4)
public (6)
pumps (1)
purposes (2)
pursuant (1)
pursue (2
purview (2)
putting (2)

<Q>

qualified (2)
question (1)
question-and-answer
(1)

questions (2)
queue (8)

queued (1)

quick (2)

quickly (2)

<R>

Raise (3)
range (1)
reaching (2)
ready (2)

real (1)
really (8)
reason (1)
rebates (1)
receive (1)
recipients (2)
recognize (1)
record (5)
recorded (2)
recording (2)
reduce (1)
reducing (1)
REDUCTION (12)
reflecting (1)
reflects (1)
regard (1)
regarding (2)
regional (1)
reinforcing (1)
related (1)
relationship (1)
relationships (1)
relief (1)
remain (1)
remaining (1)
remarks (1)
reminder (1)
remote (3)
removed (1)
Renee (3)
renewable (2)
REPORT (1)
reported (1)

reporter (6)
representing (3)
request (1)
requires (1)
residential (2)
resilience (1)
resilient (1)
resources (1)
respond (1)
response (1)
result (1)
right (1)
roads (2)
Rob (11)
ROGER (2)
role (2

roll (1)
rooftops (1)
room (2)
ROXANNE (4)
RPR (2)

run (1)
running (1)
rural (1)

<S>

says (1)
scale (1)
schedule (1)
school (1)
schools (5)
screen (4)
second (2)
seconds (2)
Secretary (12)
Section (2)
secure (1)
secured (1)
securing (1)
security (1)
see (3)
seeking (1)
sensitive (1)
sentiments (1)
sequester (1)
SESSION (19)
set (1)

shape (1)
shapes (1)

Bridges Court Reporting

Page: 4





Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Agency Listening Session - 11/17/2022

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Agency Listening Session

shaping (1)
share (2)
sharing (1)
short (2)
shorthand (2)
showing (1)
shut (1)
side (1)
similarly (1)
slowly (1)
small (4)
smaller (2)
solar (8)
solely (1)
solutions (2)
solve (2)
solving (1)
soon (1)
sorry (2)
sorts (1)
Sounds (1)
south (1)
Southern (2)
sovereignty (1)
speak (10)
speaker (5)
speakers (8)
speaking (3)
specifically (2)
spell (2)
spent (1)
spirit (1)
Spoke (1)
spoken (1)
SS (1)
STAFF (12)
stakeholder (2)
stakeholders (1)
standards (1)
start (1)
started (1)
State (17)
statement (2)
States (2)
state's (2)
statute (2)
statutory (1)
stop (1)
storm (1)

Street (1)
strengthening (1)
stress (2)
strongest (1)
submit (2)
successful (1)
suite (1)
support (1)
sure (3)
Sustainability (1)
sweet (1)

sworn (1)
system (1)
systems (4)

<T>

tablet (2)
take (5)
taken (2)
target (1)
targeted (1)
task (2)
technical (2)
technologies (5)
technology (1)
term (1)
terms (2)
terrific (1)
test (1)
testify (1)
testimony (1)
Thank (37)
Thanks (2)
things (3)
think (13)
thoughts (12)
three (7)
Thursday (3)
Thursday's (1)
Tier (2)
time (18)
timeline (1)
timer (2)
times (1)
today (6)
Today's (3)
tonight (2)
topic (1)
touching (2)

Tracy (5)
trades (3)
training (2)
transcribing (2)
transcript (1)
transcription (1)
transition (1)
tribal (1)

true (1)

try (2

turn (1)

two (3)
two-plus (1)
types (1)
typically (1)

<U>

uniquely (1)
United (1)
unmute (1)
unprecedented (1)
unprofessional (1)
updating (1)
urban (1)

urgent (1)

Uri (1)

use (3

utilities (3)
utility (2)

<V >
Valerie (2)
various (3)
vehicle (2)
vehicles (2)
VICE (10)
VIDEO (11)
view (1)
voices (1)
volunteer (1)

<W >

wage (1)
Wait (2)
want (11)
wanted (2)
wants (1)
watching (1)
wave (4)

way (3)

ways (1)
weatherization (1)
webmaster @il-fa.com
D

website (4)
websites (1)
week (2)
Welcome (3)
well (19)
we've (1)
Whitaker (1)
wholesale (1)
WILLIAM (1)
wind (3)
winter (1)
wish (3)
work (12)
worked (3)
workers (1)
workforce (3)
working (1)
world (1)
worship (1)
write (2)
writing (1)
written (2)
wrong (1)

<Y >
Yeah (2)
years (3)

<Z>
zero-emission (5)
Zoom (1)
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